
Inclement Weather Policy – effective 1-22-2026 

Saint Charles Borromeo & Saint Catherine of Siena Parishes 

Greenbrier County, WV 

 

In case of inclement weather or other natural disaster: 

1. Public Masses, Sunday or Weekday, as well as times for Confession and Adoration, at 
Saint Charles Borromeo Church, in White Sulphur Springs will continue to occur at their 
stated times.  The priest lives at Saint Charles faces no physical or moral impediment to 
making it to the Church. 

2. Public Masses, Sunday or Weekday, as well as times for Confession and Adoration, at 
Saint Catherine of Siena Church, in Ronceverte will continue to occur at their stated 
times, unless a state of emergency has been declared or roads have been closed by public 
authority.  The priest might be late in arriving but will make every effort to be there and asks 
for patience. 

3. Saint Charles Borromeo Church, White Sulphur Springs will be open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. The 
priest lives at Saint Charles faces no physical or moral impediment to opening and closing 
the Church. 

4.  If Greenbrier County Public Schools are closed or dismiss early, weekday programs, 
meetings, and groups will not meet.  If you are uncertain, please contact the facilitator of 
the program, meeting, or group. 

5. Cancellation of weekend programs, meetings, or groups will be made by Flocknote and 
Facebook notices. 

 

But, should you attend?  Catholics are obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation in addition to being obliged to keep these days holy.  Ad impossibilia nemo 
tenetur.  This ancient maxim of natural law means, literally, no one is bound to the 
impossible.   

In Catholic teaching, physical or moral impossibility excuses one from the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days.  In other words: you aren’t obligated if it’s 
genuinely impossible due to sickness, caring for others, no transport, unsafe conditions, or 
unavoidable work. 

Sloth or mere inconvenience doesn’t count.  



 

Examples of Physical Impossibility (obstacles rooted in the material world or natural laws; 
a condition outside human control.) 

• Illness: You are sick, contagious, or frail, and going would risk your health or worsen 
it. 

• Homebound/Caregiving: You are housebound, permanently disabled, or the primary 
caregiver for someone else (e.g., infants, sick relatives). 

• Lack of Access: There's no realistic way to get to Mass, like no transportation or a 
church being too far in bad weather.  

Examples of Moral Impossibility (An action is physically possible but morally prohibited, 
extremely difficult, or undermines prior moral commitments.) 

• Unavoidable Duties: Your job (e.g., doctor, soldier, nurse, public safety personnel) 
prevents attendance, and you cannot arrange coverage. 

• Unsafe Travel: Conditions make traveling to Mass dangerous, like severe weather or 
threats. 

• Urgent Acts of Mercy: You must perform an urgent duty of charity, like caring for the 
sick at home.  

 

If you are prevented from attending the Mass on Sunday or a Holy Day of Obligation 
because of physical or moral impossibility, you should still keep the day holy, especially by 
participating in the Mass via television, radio, or social media and setting aside from time 
for prayer and praise of God on the day.   

 


